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of celibacy. The former I believe was due to his
free intercourse on terms of intimate comradeship
with the freed women of America. In America, he
idealised the woman. And a poetic nature like
Ms always needs vitally this idealisation. But at
the same time I am not denying that his preaching
in America about the sanctity of marital life may be
due to Swami Rama's feeling that the West stood in
need of the lesson. It is a pity he lost touch with
the sweetness of the company of women, otherwise
the story of his life would have been more lyrical
than ascetic.
Dr. Iqbal also told me that there was much sorry
comment on Swami Rama's resignation of his post
as a professor. In mad, burning words he wrote
that the King Rama could no more be a servant
of any one but of the King. The foolish senators
talked that he had gone insane, but Iqbal, then a
young professor, rebutted their remarks saying if
Tirath Rama was mad, then there was very little
sense left elsewhere. It was the madness of Spinoza,
it was the poetry of a prophet.
II. His SADNESS
When I met him in Japan, I found his perwaaliiy
was infectious. He was, so to say, afasorbable by a
devotee. He could impart elevation of his owa son*
sciousness to the willing seeker if the latter c^s m
rapport with him. It happened ifc my <3&se,
learnt no books on Vedanta and